
Tnterviewed by Richaru Rathbun, 1800. 23, 1893 

Has bean 'in the A s h  business about 15 

years. 

Tn recard to mackere l  fishery, does not 

think t h e r e  is p r a a t i c a l l y  any l e g i s l a t i o n  that 

can b e  enacted i n  regard t u  catchine; mackorel 

but what would be e n t i r e l y  useless. He used 

to be a st -ony believer in l e c i s l a t i o n ,  SJsver 

e n ~ a p c i  pe'rsonally in tht? 1 isheries, 

In repard t o  th? f i v e  years Close season, 

he was t h e  ins t ipa t0 . r  of' t h a t .  He was the 

first one that moved i n  that  d i r e c t i o n .  Ila d 

an idea that t h e m  m i p h t  possibly be somethinl: 

i n  i t ,  wfth re la t ion  t o  the movements of' the 

m c k e m l  on our own c o a s t ;  but his pr inc ipa l  

reason for yofnc i n t o  it was a selfish one. 

The pos i t ion  he took at that  t i m e ,  and which 

- m n  -,rove by f a c t s ,  was this: that 80 far 
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a8 vesse l  owners were concerned, there was no 

money in c:ttchj.np mackerel before that  time 

which we designated the claw season had ex- 

pired, f o r  the lEtason that. our vessels would 

yo south at a heavy expense; they would run 

the i r  m c k e r e l  into f:ew York, where t h e y  would 

overstock the market, the price would run richt 

down from a reetsoraa'ble yrtce  to an unproi'ttable 

one, and it took us almost a11 the y e s t  of. the 

season to byin? the  price back apain where it 

should be, That was the principal reason he 

had in i n a u e r a t i n g  that movement i n  favor o f  a 

close season, Rut tho e f f e c t  it had on 

mackerelhi.. ,  as we a l l  can see from the resultg 

was non-effective. I t  d i d  not make, any 

d i f f e sence .  As far 8 8  trade is concerned, we 

can hardly J u d p  because t h e m  has been 80 fer  

mackerel la'tely i n  the market .  noes not think 

there i s  any difference i n  the trade. 

Tf I remember, the inauguration of  t,hat 
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law developed a' tremendous industry in pound 

f i s h i n g  a l l  alonp: the &ore f r o m  l e w  Jersey to 

the uttermost end 02' "Jova S c o t i a .  T h a t  

stimulated th? pounds around Yamnouth, R e r e  

there was o m  pound in t:?e Tta tes  and alone the 

Yova Sco t i a  shore before that time, when that  

l a w  was yrisseC T t.hink it double5 it up impis- 

d i a t a l y  that y g z r .  I 'y theory i n  reyard t o  

that is, t ha t  those pounds during t he  srawning 

season do more damaf:e to mackerel fis?iing than 

a l l  t he  se'nes i ,har eveF were used, because 

tho30 f i s h  c e n e r a l l y  QC' into t,he $ballor taater 

to spawn. R u t  so far as that cloao l a w  Be$% 

a benef i t ,  i t  was a miarortune. 

T h i n k s  either State or "Tszional l e g i s l a -  

tion e n t i r e l y  useless so f?ar as tho m c k e r e l  

fishery i n  concerned. If t h e y  want to exclude 

t h e  seine, I aau ld  h n l d q i  both hands to do it. 

I ~ o u l d  be r . a r f ac t , l y  n j l l i n r :  that they. ahoiald 

exelude the seines,  b;;t I should warlt LO do it 

.ornIoul ymunds rather :ban on the? t;round 
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of' p r e s e r v a t i o n  0:' the L'i3herics. It cobts  us 

a p e a t  deal !nors to f5 t, out vesse l s  for ssin- 



shores this year as I have ever known them to 

b e ,  all the ray :'FOR: Elock Xsfana t o  the Eay of 

Fundy. T h i s  l e#$s l a t ion  is not askeu for in 

, behalf of' the fenera1 plood U t  all. It is a l l  

for some selfi sli interest 

I think the exis t inf :  'regulations ouch% LO 

be chanced. I think !t i a  exceedingly un;fusi 

f o r  t h e  :Iovu S c o t i a  Cnvernpient, OF our own 

Gove-nrnent, to conf i sca t e  a vesse l  or her pear 

for the wronfrdoin(-. of !wn who are absolutely 

out of t h e  c o ~ t , r - o l  of' the owner of the v e s a e l .  

The cap ta in ,  noi the owner, should be he ld  

responsible. 

O n  -,ha c o a s t  o f  !:aim purse soininp: i s  not 

allowea w i t h i n  the hsadl ines  tha t  ape 3 m i l e s  

apart or Lsso. The last legislature helped us 

o a t  8 little in dmwinc t h e  l i n e  up the F a y ,  

but that  only coes a s  i'ar a s  St. Johns Fay.  

Tha t  lass was pasued. last  winter. 



tollov then i r o n  t h e  south to the Jersey 





$itere arc not zs narq mclcerel on t !?c coast ,  but 

does not think it is aainc t o  seininf; a t  a l l .  It 







s e e s m  For mac?:crcl. C E t c h  them Yhcn  yo-^ can. 

Fi l l  never catch t k m  a l l  ou t ;  it, is useless t o  

think of it. Docs no t  t h i n k  we c?.tCb l/l6 p a r t  

with seines o r  hooks t h n t  are  d . c s t r o : ~ I  b:r f i shes  

thnt  feed on them. t"loulct not m a y e s t  ~ y , r  rei?u3.a- 

t i o n s  f o r  the nnckerel f ishery.  I?rinlm it  ar i l2  

r e p l a  t e i tt; el f? . 
ire wont south t h i n  year, brit d i r ?  mt :yet ??CX:~ 

flah. Only one or tvflq bessels that  dit?. 

Tien you in te r fe re  w i t h  uz hare  :vou are Goinr: 

t o  b e n e f i t  o t h e r  countries that  crc p h y  to lzze 

o w  mrkets. Such other countries are frolcnd, 

IJorway, ITova Scotia ,  Pr ince F d w a r d  Xslnr#t mnr! Cnn- 

ticla. Any quantity of mackerel corm in  frorr Lrc- 

larri nncI Ilorway. Cnnnot s;.p just hor much, it 

increases  every year. Does not take R very lnr ,ye 

quant i ty  of mackerel t o  piit prices  A o m  on e x t r ~ l  

f'ish. Tilose fish thnt come from JTomoy fire best 

q u a l i t y ,  30. 1. Vou3.r' not bo n p t  %o send en:Tthinr; 

else. 

The erchoals thRt nppcnr on thc nauthern con'ot 

first are moving in  a no r theas t e r ly  direction, up 



crsll:i a l l  l a ~ ~ e  mackerel. They so in around Cape 
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thrt m~h,  ant1 t h o  Ten tIx?t bouy!it m c k c r e l  the 
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